
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.    Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Wake, Awake for Night is Flying J. S. Bach 

INTROIT Advent Responsory Brooks 
I look from afar:  and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the whole 
earth. Go ye out to meet him and say:  Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign 
over thy people Israel? High and low, rich and poor, One with another, go ye out to meet 
him and say:  Hear, O thou shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep.   
Tell us, art thou he that should come? Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and come to reign 
over thy people Israel.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  

* CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Leader:  Now, in this season of waiting, 

People:  May we welcome the God who comes to restore our lives. 

Leader:  Now, in this season of watching, 

People:  May we see Jesus at work in the world, and rush to help him. 

Leader:  Now, in this season of hoping, 

People:  May we share the Spirit of wonder and joy with everyone we  
  meet. 

* HYMN (in bulletin) Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending  Helmsley 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of hope, after the feasting and celebration of Thanksgiving,  
our hearts, bodies, and spirits are still lethargic.  Yet you call us to  
be awake and keep alert for the coming of your Son.  Forgive us when 
we pay more attention to our own needs than seeking you and your 
will for our lives.  We want to focus on our own plans, the gifts, the 
celebrations.  Help us to focus on the work that you have placed 
before us.  Keep our hearts and spirits always open to ways of serving 
you by serving others, and we ask this in the name of the One whom 
we await.  

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE   
  David, Cary, and Beyla Schweizer 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing) 

Rejoice, rejoice.  Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel.  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened         
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 



 

 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 1 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  Stuttgart  

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School Classes. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Mark 13:24-37 

ANTHEM E’en So Lord Jesus  Paul Manz 

Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins, 
who loved us all and shed his blood that we might saved be. 
 

Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord, Almighty God, 
who was and is and is to come, sing holy, holy, Lord! 
 

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein,  
rejoice on earth, ye saints below, for Christ is coming soon! 
 

E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more; 
they need no light nor lamp nor sun, for Christ will be their all. 

SECOND LESSON Isaiah 64:1-9 

SERMON                              “Fresh Start” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING   

OFFERTORY The Lord Will Come Henry G. Ley 

The Lord will come and not be slow, his footsteps cannot err; 
before him righteousness shall go, his royal harbinger. 
 

Truth from the earth, like to a flower, shall bud and blossom then; 
and justice, from her heavenly bower, look down on mortal men. 
 

Rise, God, judge thou the earth in might, this wicked earth redress; 
for thou art he who shalt by right the nations all possess. 

 

The nations all whom thou hast made shall come, and all shall frame 
to bow them low before thee, Lord, and glorify thy Name. 
 

For great thou art, and wonders great by thy strong hand are done: 
thou in thy everlasting seat remainest God alone.   WORDS: JOHN MILTON, 1648 



  

 

* THE DOXOLOGY                    Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  

  THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 9 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  Veni Emmanuel  

* BENEDICTION    

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Wake, Awake for Night is Flying Emma Lou Diemer  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Mark 13:24-37 (NRSV) 
 “But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from 
heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  
 26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great 
power and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather  
his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends  
of heaven. 
 28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes 
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, 



 

 

when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the 
very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all 
these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will  
pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels 
in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for  
you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a 
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with 
his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 5Therefore, 
keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will 
come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or 
else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say 
to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 
Isaiah 64:1-9 (NRSV) 
 O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that 
the mountains would quake at your presence— 2as when fire kindles 
brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— to make your name known 
to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, 
the mountains quaked at your presence. 4From ages past no one has 
heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who 
works for those who wait for him. 5You meet those who gladly do right, 
those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we 
sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
 6We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our 
righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our 
iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7There is no one who calls on 
your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your 
face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 8Yet, 
O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter;  
we are all the work of your hand. 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O 
LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are  
all your people. 

 
*     *     *     *     * 



  

 



 

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  

If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended. Please  
take a moment to fill out the How May We Serve You/Visitor Card in the 
pew racks. Bring the card with you to the Welcome Center at Coffee & 
Conversation where you will receive a Welcome Bag and your choice  
of a gift book. We have Welcome Bags for children, too.  
 
Ushers for this Sunday’s service are: Ken Stevens, Captain 
    Paul Kang          Sophie Kang      Sara Lee        Patience Okorie  
   
Our Lay Assistant this morning is Linda Moats. She is a member of FPC.   
Currently, Linda serves as a deacon, and oversees communion setup.  She  
is also a member of the Worship and Music Committee.  Retired from  
the broadcast industry, her passion is to help senior citizens.  Linda lives  
in Palisades Park, with her two cats, Dusti and Annie.  

TODAY’S MUSIC 
 

J.S. Bach (1685-1750) composed many settings of Lutheran hymns for organ. Wachet 
auf is a transcription of the tenor aria from Cantata 140 of the same name. The catchy, 
dance-like theme of the movement appears to reflect of “leaps of 11 joy” mentioned in the 
text. The Advent Responsory is best known in a setting by Palestrina. The text is from the 
Roman breviary for use at the morning services during the season of Advent.  Written by 
American virtuoso organist and Lutheran professor Paul Manz (1919-2009), while his 
son John lay near death in a hospital bed, “E’en so Lord Jesus” is the only American  
choral work on the standing repertoire at the Vatican. British composer Henry Ley 
(1887-1962) rose through the English college chapel system, serving as organist at Christ 
Church Cathedral, Oxford, Precenter at Eton College and Professor of Organ at the  
Royal School of Church Music. California native Emma Lou Diemer (b. 1927) is 
retired from UC Santa Barbara and maintains an active recital and composing career.  
Her compositions all have a modern but appealing musical language. 




